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ideas, he never has been and never will be knowingly a party to
any proceeding which can justly be thus described.

The illustrative cases are not very numerous, for Oppositions,
in former times, have not been much in the habit of raising vital
issues upon Budgets, and, when it was done by Lord J. Russell
in 1841, in 1848, and particularly in 1852, circumstances
occurred to which Mr. Gladstone would appeal in support of
his views.

With regard to the intentions of Radical members of the
Cabinet respecting the Bill proposed for the Government of
Ireland, they were never finally declared. It is however undoubted
that, when the division of Monday took place, one point remained
(not in Mr. Gladstone's view of vital moment) which was still
in suspense although, before the Whitsuntide recess, the entire
subject had been settled which was accidentally reopened by the
proposal as to Land Purchase. But Mr. Gladstone never intimated
to Your Majesty that the course of the Cabinet, or his own, was to
be governed by the dissent to which Your Majesty refers ; and it
was his firm intention, had that dissent become operative, to
submit for Your Majesty's sanction such arrangements as might
have been necessary for filling any vacant office and carrying on
the Government.

P.S. Between Monday and this day, Mr. Gladstone had waived
any conversation with colleagues on the proposed Irish Bill.
From what he has gathered, however, within the last few hours,
he thinks it probable that the single point of difference relating to
that Bill was in a fair way of settlement.

1248              Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 666.)
[Telegram]                                                      [izth June. 1885.]
Have seen Lord Salisbury. While he is perfectly ready to form a
Government, he wishes you to know that neither he nor his friends
are desirous of taking office. They think obstacle to dissolution
arising from Reform Bill makes situation of unexampled difficulty
which should be brought earnestly before you, before you deter-
mine finally that you will not continue. Lord Salisbury leaves here
tomorrow about two p.m. I leave here Tuesday morning.